
 

What is the Strategy? 
Commissioning is the overall process by which services are planned and delivered. This 
Strategy pulls together the information required to form a strategic view of the need for 
mainstream school places across Gloucestershire and provides a revised and updated 
policy framework for considering statutory proposals (opening, closing and defining the size 
of schools); implementing new school competition arrangements and encouraging free 
school proposals where needed; facilitating the development of collaborative and federated 
arrangements and where appropriate and there is capacity to do so, encouraging all through 
school models. 
 
Why do we need it? 
To be effective, the commissioning process requires the strategic planning of services based 
on an analysis of need, a set of policies and principles by which decisions will be made and 
well defined processes for the implementation of proposals. The Strategy therefore sets out 
demographic trends in Gloucestershire, including a summary of major new house building, 
details of current school and post-16 provision, an analysis of the latest pupil projections, 
emerging proposals and guiding policies and principles upon which decisions will be 
informed. Having this information documented provides a useful tool to support dialogue with 
schools and will be used to inform our annual Capital Programme. 
 
Where can I view it? 
The Strategy can be found on the County Council Web site by following the link below 
 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/noticeboard/schoolsnet-bulletin-

board/gloucestershire-school-places-strategy-sps-2018-2023/ 

(Please note the document is 300 pages so you may not wish to print) 

Next Steps? 

Draft School Place Strategy 2018 - 2023  

Schools’ Forum 
Date 

Thursday 15th November 2018 

Type of Decision For information and comment 

Background 
Documents 

 Draft School Places Strategy (SPS) 2018-2023 

Author Sandra Donaldson 

Purpose of Report To highlight the draft strategy and the implementation plan for 

Gloucestershire 2018-2023 

Key 
Recommendations 

None 

Resource 
Implications 

None 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/noticeboard/schoolsnet-bulletin-board/gloucestershire-school-places-strategy-sps-2018-2023/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/noticeboard/schoolsnet-bulletin-board/gloucestershire-school-places-strategy-sps-2018-2023/


A report is being prepared for consideration by the Cabinet in December 2018 and  

comments from the Schools Forum and  individual stakeholders are invited on the 

draft SPS to inform the process and to finalise the proposed Implementation Plan.. 

We would welcome a collective comment or individuals can respond via the website 

link above no later than 21st November 2018. 

 

 

 

Clare Medland 

Head of Commissioning for Learning 

 

 


